
WAC 296-127-060  Director of department of labor and industries 
to arbitrate disputes—General provisions.  (1) The contract executed 
between a public authority and the successful bidder or contractor and 
all of his or her subcontractors shall contain a provision that in 
case any dispute arises as to what are the prevailing rates of wages 
for a specific trade, craft or occupation and such dispute cannot be 
adjusted by the parties in interest, including labor and management 
representatives, the matter shall be referred for arbitration to the 
director, and his or her decision shall be final, conclusive, and 
binding on all parties involved in the dispute.

(2) In exercising his or her authority to hear and decide dis-
putes the director shall consider among other things, timeliness, the 
nature of the relief sought, matters of undue hardship or injustice, 
or public interest. A "timely" request for arbitration is one received 
within thirty days after the contract has been awarded.

(3) Any party in interest who is seeking a modification or other 
change in a wage determination under RCW 39.12.015, and who has re-
quested the industrial statistician to make such modification or other 
change and the request has been denied, after appropriate reconsidera-
tion by the assistant director shall have a right to petition for ar-
bitration of the determination.

(a) For purpose of this section, the term "party in interest" is 
considered to include, without limitation:

(i) Any contractor, or an association representing a contractor, 
who is likely to seek or to work under a contract containing a partic-
ular wage determination, or any worker, laborer or mechanic, or any 
council of unions or any labor organization which represents a laborer 
or mechanic who is likely to be employed or to seek employment under a 
contract containing a particular wage determination, and

(ii) Any public agency concerned with the administration of a 
proposed contract or a contract containing a particular wage determi-
nation issued pursuant to chapter 39.12 RCW.

(b) For good cause shown, the director may permit any party in 
interest to intervene or otherwise participate in any proceeding held 
by the director. A petition to intervene or otherwise participate 
shall be in writing, and shall state with precision and particularity:

(i) The petitioner's relationship to the matters involved in the 
proceedings, and

(ii) The nature of the presentation which he or she would make. 
Copies of the petition shall be served on all parties or interested 
persons known to be participating in the proceeding, who may respond 
to the petition. Appropriate service shall be made of any response.
[Statutory Authority: Chapter 39.12 RCW. WSR 19-15-119, § 296-127-060, 
filed 7/23/19, effective 8/23/19. Statutory Authority: RCW 39.12.015, 
39.12.060 and House Bill 795, 1982 1st ex.s. c 38. WSR 82-18-041 (Or-
der 82-28), § 296-127-060, filed 8/27/82.]
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